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seen no notice in antiquarian quarters. These two columns
comprise a part of the colonnade in the White Tower, or
central tower, of the Tower of London. The capital of the
first column is square, but it is rounded at the angles by a cut
to the hypotrachelium, or base-ring, of the capital. The tops
of these cuts are formed by volutes similar to the horns of the
Corinthian and Ionic capitals. The male volute is to the
right, and is a spiral volve, from which issues a dependent
budding flower, dropping seed. The volve to the left, which
is a series of rings enclosing a point, is female. A twisted
perpendicular, like a horn, projects from the base on this
left side. The capital of the other column presents a not
unusual Norman form of two truncated tables or faces
rounded below and divided in the middle. These we inter-
pret as meaning the " woman " and the " man," side by side,
and left and right. These glyphs in the two capitals of the
columns signify " Jachin" and " Boaz," and stand for the
"First Man" and the "First Woman." The mysterious
letter " Tau," which is the same as the Runic Hammer of
Thor, and which in truth is a " Cross," occupies the centre-
point, or, heraldically, the "honour-point," of the first
column to the right. The master-masons were celebrated in
their art of concealing myths, or hinting them cautiously in
the most difficult and far-off resemblances. The curious
reader is referred to our illustration, figs. 119, 120.

The character of the " Head " which the Templars were
charged with having worshipped in their secret " encamp-
ments," or "mystic lodges," has been the subject of much
dispute. Some say it was the head of Proserpine, or of
Isis, or of the "Mother of Nature," presented under certain
strange aspects. Others assert that the figure was male, and
that of Dis or Charon, according to the classic nomencla-
ture. The object was reputed to be a talisman, and it is
called by some the head of Medusa, or the snake-haired
visage, dropping blood which turned to snakes, and trans-
forming the beholder to stone. It was this head, or one of
a similar description, which was supposed to serve as the
talisman or recognitive mark of the secret fraternity or